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SELECTIONS FEOM THE LBTTBE-BOOKS OF THOMAS 
WHAETON, OF PHILADELPHIA, 1773-1783. 

(Continued from page 339.) 

Philad June 10. 1774. 
Dear friend, 

I had the pleasure of communicating a few lines to thee 
on the 31^ ult" packet, since when none of thy favors have 
come to my hands; the murder of those Indians on the 
Ohio has been since fully ascertained, and the enclosed copy 
of a letter from John Irwin Avill give thee a pretty clear 
view of that horrid transaction ; he is a man of good char- 
acter, and his account is therefore much to be depended 
on. It is ascerted that an express went to the Governor 
of Virginia with the account, but he has taken no notice 
thereof. 

Wliat I mentioned in one of my former letters, is now 
daily verifying; all this extensive Continent considers the 
port bill of Boston as striking essentially at the liberties of 
all North America, and the enclosed newspaper will give 
thee a specimen of their sentiments, in the resolution of 
the Virginians who have determined (tho' not public) to 
break oft" the rearing of more tobacco unless the grievances 
are redressed, and every man knows how this will affect 
the revenue of England; Maryland has followed the exam- 
ple, and almost all the counties of that province have 
entered into resolves. Pennsylvania is following on, and 
on the 1 5"' a general meeting is to be held in this city, when 
its not doubted, that the greatest numbers will attend that 
was ever known on any occasion, a body of about 40 per- 
sons were together yesterday to propose the resolves for 
this grand meeting,^ — Our Govornor has been petitioned by 
a large number to call the Assembly that they might unite 
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with the other Assemblies in forming one General Con- 
gress, which he has refused to do ; notwithstanding which 
I am clear, that a General Congress of Deputies from all 
the Colonys will take place this fall, and thereby will begin 
the formation of an union, which I am clear it will become 
Great Brittain so far to unite on as to form a constitu- 
tional connection between you and us, whereby a lasting 
cement will be eft'ected. 

We yesterday were informed by a coasting vessel that 
he had seen the fleet of men of war and soldiers going to 
Boston where no doubt they are arrived before this. — 

I beg the favor of thy informing my Brother, tliat his 
connections are well (except our honoured father whose 
health seems much on the decline) and that I propose to 
write him by next packet if I find he is like to continue. 
I remain with the sincerest esteem 
thy obliged friend 

T. Wharton. 

Newington July 5, 1774. 
Dear Brother, 

My last to thee per Capt F. ot the 17* May I hope thou 
hast received, since when thy favor of the 6*^ April came to 
hand for which I thank thee, and we were pleased to find 
you had hopes soon of setting in motion your own affair, 
and we were confirmed in the prospect by a confirmation 
of the assurance given you by Lord Dartmouth, that he would 
write in His Majesty's name to L** Dunmore forbidding 
the sale &c. of the Ohio lands. I mentioned that J. Tilgh- 
man and A. Allen were gone down to Virginia to try if 
possible to settle matters with Dunmore respecting the 
conduct of Dr Conolly, and they liappening to be at Wil- 
liamsburg when the dispatches by the April packet got 
there, his Lordship, (as A. Allen told me) could not help 
expressing with much warmth the receipt of those prohib- 
itory orders, and it appeared that he was much disap- 
pointed in not being able to serve himself and some others 
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by locating a large track; and when they found their schemes 
were thus frustrated, they openly denied the quality of the 
land, this however could avail but little with any judicious 
man; but the consequences flowing from the barbarous 
murders committed by Michael Cressup and Baker are 
likely to have the most serious tendency as the Indians 
have taken up the hatchet against the English, and killed a 
number of people; its said that upwards of 200 families 
have already left their settlements, with all the prospect of 
fine and plentiful crops, and in the utmost confusion fled 
to the interior parts of Virginia and this province ; by these 
most wicked acts of Cressup, Baker and some others, the 
rapid settlement of Vandalia is greatly checked, and great 
numbers of industrious, usefuU people driven to the utmost 
despair. — Some do not hesitate to say that, a certain Lord 
must have been at the bottom, in order if possible to drive 
thy friends from our scheme, that he with a few others might 
step in and get the prize, as it was conceived that our great 
friends at home would not think a country worth obtaining 
which lay constantly open to the attacks of a wild ferocious 
enemy, and thou'l find observation hinted at in a letter I 
lately enclosed to Thomas Walpole from John Irwin to R. 
Callender, so serious is this important aifair grown, that 
notwithstanding L* Dunmore dissolved his Assembly some 
weeks since, to hinder them from taking the affairs of the 
Bostonians into their consideration, yet he has on these 
Indian allarms, issued writ for a new election, which 
comes on in as short a day as possible. — Our Governor 
has also summoned our Assembly to meet the 18* inst : to 
take Indian affairs into their consideration, and thou may 
be assured, that at a time he wished to do nothing that 
might offend administration he would not have called the 
house, and thereby given them an opportunity constitution- 
ally to unite with the other Colonies, had not this most 
pressing necessity obliged him to it, and I am therefore 
very unhappy in being necessitated to inform thee of mat- 
ters so very disagreeable as the certainty of an Indian war 
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must be to us. — There were about 50 traders with all their 
property in the Indian country just ready to depart from 
thence when these wretches Cressup and Baker committed 
these murders, the consequence of which is the immediate 
loss of those traders lives with about £20,000 property 
belonging chiefly to some merchants in this city. — I have 
not received a letter from Ool. Croghan for some consider- 
able time, tho' I hear he is doing what he can to pacify the 
Indians, but all seems to little effect. Can it be possible 
that Government will let such men as Cressup and Baker 
go unpunished. Its said (and I believe with great truth) 
that Michael Cressup was making of large surveys at the 
time of this quarrel, and some do not hesitate to say, for a 
certain Lord ; but whether true or not I cannot tell, I can 
assure thee that every information we can get very clearly 
proves the friendly disposition of the Indians, but it cannot 
be expected they will put up with such attrocious acts of 
vilany. — 

Since my last, great have been the commotions on this 
continent, occasioned principally by the act of parliment for 
shutting up the port of Boston, and the prospect of other 
acts relativetothat unhappy place, and be assured the whole 
continent will hereby be united in a stronger and more firm 
union than any thing which has heretofore happened could 
possibly eft'ect, as thou no doubt peruses the several papers 
of this continent, they will inform thee of the general steps 
persueing to effect this grand measure. Virginia took the 
lead, and they fixed the 1" of August to meet in order to 
appoint deputies to attend the Congress, but as L* Dunmore 
has called a new election, he no doubt means the House 
shall meet in a legislative capacity to do something relative 
to Indian affairs, when they will authoritatively appoint 
deputies for the Congress. The Carolinas and Maryland 
will do the same, and our Assembly, it cannot remain as a 
doubt will comply with the desire of their constituents in 
this point ; the Jersey and New York have engaged to be 
ready ; Rhode Island and Massachusets have appointed their 



•i36 Letters of Thomas Wharton, 177S-178S. 

deputies, and the latter fixed on the first of September to be 
the time of meeting and that the Congress sit in Philadel- 
phia, hence thou sees the great probability of an American 
Union taking place, and I dare say thou'l join with me in 
believing it would be happy could our parent state assist us 
in thus establishing a Constitutional Union betwixt her and 
us, she appointing a supreme magistrate to reside on this 
continent, who, with a fixed number from each House of 
Assembly should form an upper legislature to control the 
general affairs of this continent, and who would be a proper 
check to the forward or ambitious views of any one colony. 
— The intent of this congress, is to endeavour to form a con- 
stitutional plan for the government of America, dutifully to 
petition the King, and remonstrate to parliament relative to 
various acts of trade, the several acts respecting the Massa- 
clmsets government, and if possible to point out such heads 
that we may unite with the mother country in a constitu- 
tional Union ; and I suppose it will then be considered how 
far a general nonexportation, and nonimportation will be 
proper for the Colonies to engage in, should relief not be 
granted to the prayer of the Americans. — 

Thou may somewhat admire to see my name among the 
Committee lately appointed at a grand meeting of our citi- 
zens, as thou knows I have for some years declined taking 
an active part in public measures, but I shall freely say that 
the inducements to me on this extraordinary occasion were 
the solicitations of great numbers of my fellow citizens, and 
a sincere desire in myself to keep the transactions of our 
city within the limits of moderation and not indecent or 
offensive to our parent state. — When the affairs of Boston 
became very serious by the passing of the portbill the com- 
mittee consisting of 19 who were chosen some time since, 
thought it not prudent of themselves to prepare resolves 
&c. for a general county meeting (which was strenuously 
insisted on) they selected 6 persons from each society in 
this city, to unite with them in considering and preparing 
those resolves, when as many attended, increased the num- 
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ber to about 60 persons; at this meeting J Dickenson (one 
of the committee) produced a number of resolves, some of 
wliich were expressed in terms we could not approve of, 
and therefore after debates which lasted for 10 or 12 hours, 
we took oft' all the acrimonious parts and reduced them to 
the printed ones enclosed ; but thou'l find that those pub- 
lished in our newspapers as agreed at the general meeting 
is somewhat difterent; on the whole as I cannot pretend to 
give in the course of a letter a circumstantial detail of those 
transactions let it suflice, that, I say, our only motive for 
meeting was to keep the j)eace of the city and as much as 
{iDssible to hinder any thing from being done that could 
tend to influence or insense Great Brittain against us, as we 
are abundantly convinced that our happiness depends on a 
strict union with her on constitutional principles, and we 
hope the great among you will be convinced of the pro- 
priety of this union, and grant their assistance to a measure 
which if well executed, must tend greatly to the prosperity 
of both countries. 

Thy family are well — our honoured father continues 
very low and I very much fear his continuance with us. 

I am thy afFe" Brother 

T. Wharton. 

r. S. Thy letter of 6'" May with the act of Parliament 
respecting Quebec and that to J Dobson and Co is just 
come to hand — the packet not yet arrived. Where will 
matters terminate. 

Newington Aug: 2. 1774, 
Dear friend, 

My last of the 10"" June I hope came safe to hand since 
when I had the pleasure of thy favor of May 4* for which 
I thank thee. — The sentiments it contains do honour to 
the author, and I hope the day is not far off when the 
foundation will be laid whereon a substantial and perma- 
nent union between Great Brittain and her Colonies will be 
established, as this union cannot be durable unless fiixed 
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on constitutional principles, I trust our great ones with 
you will not take umbrage at the Congress which has been 
formed to collect the united sentiments of all America on 
this great point and in which the utmost degree of har- 
mony prevails among us; and I cannot entertain the most 
distant doubt but that it is the desire of this continent and 
will be one principal object of that body to manifest to 
our parent state the most sincere disposition to continue 
with her in the strictest harmony and friendship, notwith- 
standing some very violent and base publications have 
issued from the pen of men who are unworthy of the con- 
nection we bear with you, but I know I am writing to so 
good a judge of mankind, that he will not blend the vir- 
tuous of an extended continent with a few whose [illegible] 
prove them unfit for the members of civil society. The 
Boston portbill with the other two acts of parliament rela- 
tive to that place, have aroused this whole continent and 
thou'l find by all their proceedings that they consider Bos- 
ton as suffering in the common cause of America, these 
sentiments have naturally produced the several measures 
which have been pursued, and by the accounts received we 
find that South Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, the three 
lower counties on Delaware, Pennsylvania, 'New Jersey, 
New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts Bay and New 
Hampshire have all actually appointed deputies to attend 
the Congress to be held in this city the beginning of Sep- 
tember next, and we can have no doubt but that North 
Caroliiia and Georgia will also attend by their deputies. 
Hence thou sees, that what I sometime since mentioned 
will clearly take place, and I am sure as I can be of any 
thing not perfected, that if our parent state will but meet 
us on such grounds as becomes her dignity and our affinity 
to her, all will be happy, and perhaps through a union of 
counsels difference in sentiment which for some part has 
subsisted, may have the happy tendency of striking out a 
path of proceedure for both countries which may not only 
secure their future good will towards each other but con- 
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firm to all the world that we are bone of your bone, and 
consider the freedom of one country as the sure pledge of 
the other. 

By a vessel belonging to R* Neave which I expect will 
sail in 10 days I intend to forward for thy amusement and 
information a number of our papers as thou'll thereby be 
fuller informed of what has been doing on this continent than 
the limits of a letter will admit of, thou'l no doubt see my 
name in the list of our Committee, and I can truly say, 
that, the only motive I had in undertaking a service which 
I knew would be very arduous and therefore disagreeable, 
was that I might contribute as fer as possible in keeping 
my fellow citizens from proceeding to declarations and 
measures inconsistent with their duty and true interest, 
and I do not repent the time I spent therein, although I 
cannot approve of all of the resolves entered into, nor of 
the instructions delivered to our members of Assembly; 
a few of us on that committee protested against the violent 
and therefore unworthy parts of them, and the opposition 
to which cost many hours, for altho' we are satisfied, it the 
freedom of America is taken away, that of England will 
tiot continue long; yet we are equally convinced that 
decent and loyal expressions, with a firm attachment to the 
Constitutional principles of an englishman, would better 
become us, than any other mode that could be adopted; 
and indeed I know the general sentiments of the people on 
this continent, is that of true and faithful subjects to our 
Gracious Sovreign George the Third, and who in the most 
ardent manner wish a preservation of that ancient harmony, 
which subsisted between you and us, but yet they cannot 
admit of the possibility of our being represented by the 
Commons of Great Brittain, and therefore, that, constitu- 
tionally they can have no right to take our money from us. 

Among the papers I shall send thee will be the votes 
of our Assembly, herein thou'l perceive the sentiments 
respecting the unhappy differences which have taken place 
between the Virginians and Indians, owing, we have too 
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much reason to believe to the disposition of L* D. to get 
possession of the lands on the Ohio, that he and a few others 
might garble up what quantities they thought proper; but I 
have the happiness to believe they will be disappointed 
therein. L* Dunmore (as published in the Virginia papers) 
left Williamsburg on the ll"" ult° for Fort Pitt, in order, 
(as its said) to settle Avitli the natives, and if possible to 
restore peace and tranquility to the unhappy but indus- 
trious poor who have settled along the banks of the Ohio, 
he will, if he is sincere in the measure, very easily accom- 
plish the necessary work, as there has been treties held by 
Col. Croghan and Capt McKee with the several tribes of 
Indians in that quarter, all of whom have engaged to con- 
tinue their friendship with us, except the Shawanese, who 
were the tribe that suftered by the baseness and horrid 
murders committed by Michael Cressup and his party, yet 
its not doubted but a present to them will effect the salu- 
tary purpose, and restore peace along our extended frontier. 
Col. Croghan forwarded me the copy of a treaty, which 
tho' several sheets of paper, I thought might be acceptable, 
and therefore have caused the same to be transcribed, and 
which shall be forwarded to thee. 

This packet will convey to you an account of the irrep- 
arable loss the nation has met with in the sudden and 
unexpected death of that great man Sir W"" Johnson about 
the ll* of last month. It seems he had just had a con- 
ference with a large body of Indians on the murders com- 
mitted by Cressup &c: — and that he happily induced them 
to remain in quiet with us, but just as they were taking 
leave of him, he was seized with the Bilious Cholic, which 
in a few hours put a period to his stay in this life. 

I remain &c &e 

T. Wharton 

Newington August 20. 1774. 
Dear friend Thomas Walpole, 

I did myself the pleasure on the 2"'' inst. per packet to 
write thee, and a few days after (by a vessel from hence to 



Letters of Thomas WhaHon, 177S-178S. 441 

London addressed to Hartford & Powell) I sent thee a 
number of newspapers with the Votes of our Assembly and 
the proceedings at Fort Pitt relative to an accommodation 
with the Indians, these papers were directed to the Captains 
particular care, to be delivered to those gentlemen without 
cost of postage, which I hope as well as the one per packet 
will soon reach thy hands ; altho' I have not had the pleas- 
ure of any of thy favors since that of May I could not avoid 
transmitting thee, the extraordinary resolves and instruc- 
tions of the Virginians. And it appears to me they have 
proceeded further in this declaration than any of the other 
Colonies, and indeed much further than, I think, was pru- 
dent or just for them to do, but who shall say, thus far 
you shall proceed and no further, yet I trust when the 
wisdom of this continent is united in Congress they will 
pursue such measures as shall convince you of our firm and 
sincere attachment to a Constitutional connection with the 
parent state, both parts supporting its legal and just rights. 
— Some of the delegates from South Carolina are already 
arrived, and I doubt not by the 10* September the Con- 
gress will sit, when I shall have it in my power regularly to 
inform thee of the steps they shall take. 

As I find a disposition is strongly prevalent in most ot 
the Colonies, that a nonimportation from Great Brittain 
shall take place, I am very jealous that the Congress will be 
compelled to adopt this measure, perhaps to commence the 
1" January 1775, and I do believe it will be attended 
with the most positive and strict observance, you best know 
how far this will affect your true interests and perhaps our 
great ones may find they had better never have compelled 
the Americans to adopt this measure. — 

Let those who write to please ministers of State, say what 
they may, be assured of a truth, that the Colonies from one 
end of the continent to the other, consider the proceedings 
against Boston as levelled at each of them, and they do also 
consider the act (in its present form) for establishing the 
Govornment of Quebec, as the greatest departure from the 
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English constitution of any ever yet attempted; and fear 
that its meant and intended to keep the body of inhabitants 
of that province, as auxiliaries, to reduce both the laws and 
people of every other Colony ; some of our polititians ask, 
how comes it that this act should comprehend a territory so 
much larger than that which was ceeded by France ; when 
by a reverse of the chances of war to that of the last, that 
country may be taken by the French, who then will not be 
content with the limits she surrendered to us, but will insist . 
upon the limits ascertained and fixed by this very act of 
parliament. 

A report strongly prevails here that Qen' Gage has re- 
quested leave to return home or resign his commission. — I 
am told that upwards of £20,000 is and will be sent to 
Boston for the relief of her distressed inhabitants 

I am with the sincerest esteem and regard 
thy real friend 
(N. B. I did not sign this letter.). 

Philadelphia Sept 3. 1774. 
Dear friend. 

Since my last of — ult" none of your favors has reached 
me. — 

I had the satisfaction a few days since of receiving per 
Brother Samuel a letter, and agreeable to which I have 
sent Joseph Dobson to Georgetown on Potomack with 
instructions to remain there and take care of the goods; 
I have not as yet heard of their arrival, nor will it be 
prudent to send them to the westward until a peace is 
established between the Virginians and Indians. Its cer- 
tain that Lord Dunmore has gone to the westward, and its 
said with desire to restore peace, but as yet no proceedings 
of his which have such a tendency, has come to our hands ; 
a few days since I delivered to one Mathias Bush (who will 
be heard of at Moses Franks) a packet for an America 
pamphlet and an account of the proceedings of some of the 
Virginia troops against the Indians. — 
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I now enclose the extract of a letter whicli I received 
from Col. Croghan by which thou'l perceive the horrid 
situation which the base acts of some of the Virginians has 
thrown the western country into, and on receipt of Avhich 
letter I applied to the Governors Secretary and endeavoured 
to convince him of the necessity that some goods should be 
sent, but he replied that they had sent several belts to the 
Indians and had reason to hope that they would be pre- 
vailed on not to join with the Shawnese in the war, but as 
Col. Croghan writes in such strong terms that a general 
war would absolutely follow if some steps were not taken, 
and that if I would send him 50,000 of black and white 
wampum he would do his utmost to prevent the sitreading 
of the war, I consulted my father and we were of opinion 
that the proprietors of Vandalia would not hesitate one 
moment in approving the propriety of the measures; I 
therefore purchased the quantity of Wampum and sent it 
by John Campbell as he requested, the cost being £75 is 
charged with the £160, advanced in January last to the pro- 
prietors, and so those informed me that I might reimburse 
myself by a draft on thee, therefore I shall in a few days 
sell a Bill on thee for about £135 sterling for that purpose 
and which I doubt not thou'l answer and that my conduct 
herein will be agreeable to the proprietors with you. 

I have now enclosed thee a list of the delegates for the 
several provinces all of whom are arrived, and in a few 
days a piece will be published pointing out more strongly 
the reasons why the Americans are not represented in par- 
liament, than any piece yet printed has done and which I 
shall endeavour to forward for thy perusal, some of the 
members attending were very warm, others more moderate 
and I should conclude after certain resolves they will pro- 
ceed to what they conceive the Constitutional rights of 
America, and appoint certain persons to accompany those 
performances to Great Brittain and lay the same before the 
King and Parliament hereby endeavouring to begin the 
establishment of that harmony which we sincerely wish was 
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restored between you & us. I am at a loss to determine 
whether the Congress will ad\nse the entering into a gen- 
eral non importation agreement immediately, or whether 
they will advise the waiting the issue of our application for 
redress, provided a final answer should be given within a 
few months; severe & disagreeable indeed are the circum- 
stances attending those measures and those who wish well to 
both countries lament the bad policy in Agitating this mat- 
ter ; however its generally thought that the principles of the 
Quebec law as its so abhorrent to the English constitution 
will tend to raise us friends with you especially if it should 
appear that our requests are not derogatory to your just 
rights. 

I remain &c. — 

Thos Wharton. 
To Thomas "Walpole 

Philadelphia Sept 23'" 1774. 
Dear friend. 

It is truly very disagreeable to find with what determined 
obstinacy the crown lawyers have delayed their report on 
the papers establishing the Government of Vandalia. We 
think it impossible but that their conduct must be influ- 
enced by some secret and weighty opposers or they would 
not thus long have kept us from the completion of so just a 
contract, but it has afforded the proprietors here the high- 
est satisfaction to peruse the just and spirited memorial you 
have presented to His Majesty. The weight of the person- 
ages who presented it, with the strong and pointed facts it 
contains will certainly effect what we wish, or drag into 
view the secret opposer to it, whence you will be enabled 
to determine with precission what steps next to pursue. 

As I am on the subject of Vandalia, I cannot omit to 
give thee a detail of a very singular annecdote which I yes- 
terday was favored with by Mr Henry one of the delegates 
from Virginia attending the Congress, he is a gentleman of 
the fairest character, an eminent lawyer, and man of great 



Letters of Thomas Wharton, 1113-1783. 445 

abilities ; he called at my house to breakfast with me, and 
we soon entered into conversation respecting the new Col- 
ony, as he was very desirous of knowing the general tenor 
of the Constitution I gave him, to which he said, that on 
those general and catholic principles there could not be the 
least doubt, but that it would settle at a most rapid rate ; 
I told him it certainly would had not their Governor (L* 
Dunmore) taken up arms against the Indians, which created 
war between them and us, and consequently drove the 
inhabitants from the new Colony, who were making very 
great improvements. lie replied, L'' Dimmore is your 
greatest friend, what he is doing will forever hereafter, 
secure the peace of your colony, by driving the Indians to 
an amazing distance from you; I opposed this by such 
arguments as occurred, and put some leading questions to 
discover if possible the real intentions of Dunmore for pros- 
ecuting this unjust war, and was happy enough to succeed ; 
he replied that he was well acquainted with the secret 
springs of this affair, and knew it would ultimately tend in 
the greatest happiness to the proprietors of Vandalia. I then 
begged him to explain himself as we were really ignorant 
thereof; on which he said, that he was at Williamsburg 
with L* D. when Dr ConoUy first came there, that ConoUy 
is a chatty, sensible man, and informed L'' Dunmore of the 
extreme richness of the lands which lay on both sides the 
Ohio ; that the prohibitory orders which had been sent him 
relative to the land on the hither side (or Vandalia) had 
caused him to turn his thoughts to the opposite shore, and 
that as his Lordship was determined to settle his family 
in America he was really pursueing this war, in order to 
obtain by purchase or treaty from the natives a tract of ter- 
ritory on that side ; he then told me that he was convinced 
from every authority that the law knew, that a purchase 
from the natives was as full and ample a title as could be 
obtained, that they had Lord Camden and Mr York's opin- 
ion on that head, which opinion with some others that L* 
Dunmore had consulted, had with the knowledge Conolly 
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had given him of the quality of the country and his deter- 
mined resolution to settle his family on this continent, were 
the real motives or springs of the present expedition. This 
gentleman then asked me, if I knew where he could buy 
some Indian goods, I told him where, but said, its not pos- 
sible you mean to enter the Indian trade at this period. 
He laughingly said, the wish-world is my hobby horse, from 
whence I conclude, he has some prospect of making a pur- 
chase of the natives, but where I know not. It seems he 
has a survey on the Ohio, just below the Scioto ; he also 
said, that he with other lawyers had been consulted on the 
right the crown had to make our grant, or it was within 
the limits of Virginia their grant was, that the crown had 
an undoubted right to grant the territory of Vandalia and 
that we should have no opposition he believed from Vir- 
ginia. I believe it will be best to keep this gentleman's 
name private, lest this free communication should injure 
him. 

The just and aftectionate sentiments thou art pleased to 
express both with respect to Great Brittain and her colonies 
aiFords me the most sensible satisfaction, and I am happy to 
find my sentiments on the propriety of an established & 
constitutional union between both countries, supported by 
the great abilities of my worthy friend, and I trust that the 
determinations of this congress will meet the approbation 
of the good and wise among you. — By a rule established at 
the opening of the Congress, we cannot get copies of their 
proceedings, but my intimacy with the leading members of 
most of the colonies, gives me an opportunity in conversa- 
tion of knowing their daily results, and as they by a grand 
committee of 24 members, have for 10 days past been 
dijesting and framing the rights of American liberty but 
having not yet reported it to the body of the Congres, I can 
only say that so far as they have proceeded gives me satis- 
faction, as they step along on principles founded in the Brit- 
tish rights ; and I do expect, that, before they break up, they 
will form the rights into a system, and present them to the 
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King and parliament, supported by gentlemen named by 
them, and perhaps confirmed by each Assembly, these gen- 
tlemen will, I trust arrive with you before Christmas ; this 
mode I find was anciently and successfully practised by the 
Roman colonies. — Its strongly insisted on that we should 
immediately proceed to a total stoppage of trade with 
England, Ireland, and the West Indies, but its not possi- 
ble to say what will be the result of the Congress on that 
head, but I may venture to conclude it will be either the 
preceeding mode, or that of a total stoppage, should not 
American grievances be redressed within some limited time 
after the Continental delegates shall have presented their 
remonstrance ; the enclosed papers from the congress relative 
to the merchants delaying their orders for goods, will justify 
the above conjectures. 

I will just mention a word or two respecting Boston, it 
appears to us from every circumstance that the people con- 
duct themselves with great moderation and firmness, and 
the enclosed papers will full satisty thee, that their Gov- 
ernor is in fear, and indeed well he may, considering he has 
undertaken to distroy their liberties. Its said he will not 
have above 2500 or 3000 troops Avith him to oppose amaz- 
ing numbers, I am well informed that within 3 days after 
the alarm raised by Col. Putnam there was 40,000 men in 
arms from Massachusetts and Connecticut colonies only. — 

What shall I say with respect to Gov Franklin? he cer- 
tainly must be lost to every principle which his aged and 
honoui-ed father has been for years supporting, and as it's 
said the substance of his letter toW" Strahan of May 21" is 
written to others, it is become very much known in this 
city, and in proportion thereto, his character is treated with 
great freedom, and it must be supposed that, as the minister 
will find both his and Hutchison's information not turn out 
true. Gov Franklin cannot receive any permanent advantage 
from thus imposing on them, and betraying the place of 
their nativity. 

The vessel staying longer than expected enabled me to 
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add under the 28"' that yesterday the Congress went into 
the consideration of the propriety of a nonimportation from 
Great Brittain and Ireland, when it was agreed to stop all 
manner of imports from those kingdoms until our griev- 
ances are redressed, and I should imagine that as its the 
result of delegates from every province on the continent 
(Georgia excepted who has always engaged to observe the 
resolution of the body) that, there is the utmost reason to 
believe it will be strictly adhered to. The newspapers I 
have enclosed will give some general prospect of matter, 
but when and where things will terminate is beyond my 
sight to determine. I most ardently desire that the well 
wishers of both countries may be enabled to unite in such a 
manner, as to restore and preserve the peace and happiness 
which once subsisted. 

I remain with greatest esteem & regard 
thy real friend 

Thos Wharton. 

Philad Sept 23. 1'774. 
Dear Brother, 

Thy several favors about the 23* July by Capt All I had 
the satisfaction of receiving a few days past, with the Memo- 
rial to the King &c for all which I thank thee and as I am 
much engaged, and almost hourly called upon by some ot 
the delegates, it will hinder me of answering by this oppor- 
tunity the particular parts of thy several letters, and thou 
must take this as only flying hints. I have now wrote our 
friend Thomas Walpole pretty fully which letter I doubt 
not he will freely communicate to thee, the annecdote 
respecting L* Dunmore is I think curious and worthy of 
your attention, tho' perhaps it may be best to keep the gen- 
tlemans name from whom I got it a secret. 

That letter respecting G. F. is truly a very extraordinary 
one, and as the substance of it has by other letters been 
brought to this place, that he wrote to W"" Strahan is much 
known and talked of It has reached Governor Franklins 
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ears, who has sent down here to know from whom such 
letters come, and I have seen one he has written to J. G. 
wherein he says, he has only wrote a letter to Mr Strahan, 
and that it was a confidential letter not to be shown to any 
one, and refers to a more particular letter he had wrote to 
his Brother Bache for an explanation of his conduct, but I 
am not quite clear whether its in the letter to Bache or 
J. G. that he says the letter was entirely confidential, and 
that he had forbid Mr Strahan to shew it to any person 
whatever. He no doubt has done his business here, but 
certainly our friend Strahan will be obliged to justify him- 
self against the Gov" declaration that it was a confidential 
letter &c. — and may be under the necessity of giving a copy 
thereof to exculpate himself from the publishing this letter ; 
be that as it may it affords a severe sting to the author, and 
I am assured that the Doctor has wrote his son about it, 
and do not know what he may say more than that Mr Stra- 
han had never shewn it to him, tho' he found it was very 
public. — 

We are very uneasy about thy absence, and the cruel 
disappointment thou has again witnessed, and cannot help 
concluding that some forcible cause hinders the Att^ General 
from reporting, and that stronger than his own sentiments ; 
the measure you have adopted of presenting a Memorial to 
the King, especially as its headed by such great men, it 
will undoubtedly bring into view your secret enemies or 
complete your contract; its here generally believed that 
Gage is and has been your fixed enemy, but I should think 
it impossible that he could have suflicient weight there 
essentially to injure you. 

The very cruel and unjust attacks made by Rawle and 
Footman gives us great anxiety. I have shewn thy letter 
to several of the Trustees, and they declare it a shame, and 
as soon as this vessel is gone J Reynell & myself will go into 
the country to B. Rawle (where he now lives) and endeavor 
to get him to withdraw the action if not already done as he 
promised me on my first application ; I have been with W 
VOL. XXXIII. — 29 
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Footman, who is much concerned at the affair, but said it 
was not in his power to help it ; they were greatly indebted 
to J. Samuel whose affairs were in the hands of assignees, 
and they declared they could get the money of thee and 
compelled him to deliver the accounts. We shall I expect 
in 10 days have a meeting of the Trustees to settle what 
money is in the hands of Abel James, and to make a divi- 
dend thereof, when I shall not fail to lay before them the 
state of those matters, and to do every thing in my power 
for thy safety, but I have never had the least help from any 
of thy connections and therefore at times lays very heavy 
on me, but I am willing to do all I can for thee. 

I have the satisfaction to tell thee that by a letter I re- 
ceived from Thomas Richardson of the 15* instant I find 
the Brig* Rogers was arrived and that they had got near 
one half the goods stored, biit that the packages were so 
numerous, that it was with difficulty he could find sufficient 
stores for them, unless I should receive other orders from 
thee. — 

That part of my letter to T. "Walpole relative L* Dunmore 
will satisfy thee that the Indian goods must remain in store 
for some time, as we have as yet no certainty of peace. 

About a week since the Indian King Kayasuta was with 
me, and told me he had been as low as the Illinois in order 
to settle and preserve the friendship of the Indians with us; 
he is now gone to Johnson Hall with belts from the nations, 
for order to holding of a grand treaty with the Indians in 
the spring, at or near which time it may be best perhaps to 
present your gifts, and before which I sincerely pray thy 
business may be effected and thyself arrived. 

It is with abundant pleasure that I received the copy of 
the note from L* Chatham to thee, as it evinces us of the 
great connections thou hast formed. "We have as yet no 
account of L* Pitts arrival at Quebec but whenever he 
approaches this city, I shall not fail to wait on him, and 
render him all the services in my power, and I dare say 
that every true American will try to surpass his fellow 
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country man in showing to the son of the greatest patriot 
and friend to the liberty of both Brittain and her colonies, 
every possible mark of esteem & regard. 

The Congress yesterday agreed to an absolute and full 
nonimportation agreement from England, Scotland and Ire- 
land to take place the first of December. In this measure; 
the whole continent by their delegates have agreed unani- 
mously to continue until our grievances are redressed. — 
I can only hint at matters as I am much pinched for time, 
the principal part of Congress dining with me this day. 
I remain thy afFeC Brother 

T. Wharton. 

Philadelphia Decem^ 21, 1774. 

Dear Brother Samuel Wharton, 

I refer thee to my last of the 10'" per Capt Ward to 
London, yesterday the November packet arrived but to our 
mortification not a line was received from thee and had 
it not been for the kind letter from our friend Thomas 
Walpole, we should have feared that something very dis- 
tressful had attended you. 

This day the remains of Deborah Franklin the wife of 
our greatly esteemed friend B. Franklin will be interred. — 
She died on the 19* having lately been struck with a fit of 
the palsey, which deprived her of the use of her speech, 
tho' not of her senses. As the family will be distressed at 
this unexpected event, perhaps they may not write by this 
conveyance; it will be but kind and right for thee to con- 
vey this intelligence to our friend. 

It seems to be the expectation of a number of our sen- 
sible fellow citizens, that this port as well as all the rest on 
this continent will be shut up. Indeed last night a report 
prevailed here that orders for that purpose were arrived to 
Gen'' Gage which caused our offices to be open very late 
last night, as the harbor is full of shipping, but what will be 
the issue time must tell us. As I pretty well know the 
disposition of the colonists, I fear the worst. This days 
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post brought us an account, that one of the men of war 
from England destined for Boston was drove ashore in a 
snow storm as she was approaching the coast, and its sup- 
posed will be lost. I have the clearest account from Boston 
that the people of property are doing every thing in their 
power to keep things from coming to extremity, and, as 
for the laboring poor, they have not known such plenty 
of money among them for many years, which is occasioned 
by the sums daily spent by the Army & Navy. 
I remain thy affec" Brother 

Thos. Whaeton. 

Philadelphia, January 18, 1775. 
Dear feiend, 

I have the satisfaction of receiving thy favor of the — 
last, accompanying the books for our Hospital all of which 
were received in good order, except that on examining 
them we found you had omitted sending one which the 
invoice mentions, and if I mistake not about 4/ value. 

I should by this conveyance have forwarded thee a certifi- 
cate under the seal of our corporation, but thy leaving the 
donation to my judgment, and it rather appearing from the 
face of thy letter, that thou supposed it to be an annual con- 
tribution, I was totally at a loss to conclude what sum 
might be agreeable, I would just mention that by the con- 
stitution of our hospital all persons contributing £10, and 
upwards, are entitled to all the privileges and immunities 
thereof. I assure thee great have been the advantages 
which English seamen & others have received from this 
institution without fee or reward. So sensible of its im- 
portance have been D. Barklay and a number of others of 
thy fellow citizens that they have contributed £100 sterling 
each to this charity. I shall therefore wait thy further direc- 
tions on this head. The enclosed letter from Ed Biddle 
will satisfy thee that I have not been unmindly of that part 
of thy interest, & I expect it will not be long before I shall 
receive it. 
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By some of the English papers I had the particular satis- 
faction to find that the public had called upon my friend 
Strahan to afford his assistance in the public cause, and as 
I have no doubt that the exertion of thy extensive abilities 
will be greatly useful to the parent State so I entreat thee 
to turn thy attention to her children, to believe that the 
good people of this continent do not wish a separation 
from you, but their most ardent desires are for the restora- 
tion and continuance of that harmony which a few years 
since subsisted between you and us. A difference in our 
local circumstances there certainly is and if a plan can now 
be proposed by the wisdom of parliament to call forth in 
cases of emergency the strength ot the whole body or 
empire, preserving the freedom of its respective parts it 
will give a vast majority on the Continent the most com- 
prehensive joy. 

Thos. Wharton. 

T. Walpole. 

(To be continued.) 



